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4 PS OF PLANNING

People Places

Prosperity Poverty



World is more urban now!!
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WHERE ARE THE CITIES OF THE 
WORLD?



URBAN SETTLEMENTS IN 1950

Economist: Interactive graphics on urbanisation



URBAN SETTLEMENTS IN 2010

Economist: Interactive graphics on urbanisation



Megacities or small towns?
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Revi A (2011), Political economy of 
India's urbanization: A few thoughts
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With expanding cities, infrastructure costs rise

Source: Angels, Schlomo (2005), Dynamics of Urban Expansion, Cities Alliance, World Bank



Angles Schlomo (2002), The Dynamics of Global Urban Expansion



ASIA’S URBANISATION WILL TRIGGER 
THE NEXT TRAJECTORY OF GROWTH 

Average for Asia

Low impact

Visible impact

High Impact

Source : Mario Polese, Pamela Echeverria and Mila Freire, 2002



PROSPEROUS CITIES

McKenzie Global Institute, (2013)   Urban World: Mapping the Economic Power of Cities



Declining household size 
More demand for infrastructure and services 



RISING INEQUALITIES







SOUTH ASIA



Source: HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH ASIA 2014, Urbanization: Challenges and 
Opportunities; Mahbub ul Haq Human Development Centre, Lahore (2014)

LEVEL OF URBANISATION IN SA



Source: HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH ASIA 2014, Urbanization: Challenges and 
Opportunities; Mahbub ul Haq Human Development Centre, Lahore (2014)

WHAT IS URBAN? 



Source: HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH ASIA 2014, Urbanization: Challenges and 
Opportunities; Mahbub ul Haq Human Development Centre, Lahore (2014)

GROWTH OF URBAN POPULATION IN SA



Source: HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH ASIA 2014, Urbanization: Challenges and 
Opportunities; Mahbub ul Haq Human Development Centre, Lahore (2014)



Source: HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH ASIA 2014, Urbanization: Challenges and 
Opportunities; Mahbub ul Haq Human Development Centre, Lahore (2014)

URBAN POVERTY IN SA



MEETING THE SDG 
IN SOUTH ASIA



THE CHALLENGE



CHOICES BEFORE US

What You 

Know..

What You 

Don’t  Know..
What You 

Know..

Stay in Lane - 

Business as 

Usual 

Try Harder, 

Spend More for  

conventional 

approach

Truly Different 

Approach  

From: Kala Vairavamoorthy, FUTURE OF Urban Water Management, Asia Water Week, ADB, 2013



Sato Mariko, Towards a new urban agenda”, UN-Habitat



LEARNING FROM 
ASIAN CITIES



SEOUL TRANSFORMATION 

http://www.time.com/time/asia/covers/501060515/story.html








Cheonggyecheon Restoration: Seoul, S Korea



KITAKYUSHU - JAPAN

42



4
3



4
4



4
5



SDG GOAL 11
▪ Urban planners have an 

important  role to play 
in meeting the SDG 
goals

▪ Each country will have 
its own agenda; and 
planners will have to 
adopt planning 
practices towards 
meeting the goal 11

▪ Cities in Asia have 
demonstrated progress 
on making cities 
productive, inclusive 
and sustainable. We 
can learn from them.

American wartime propaganda poster produced by J. 
Howard Miller in 1943 for Westinghouse Electric
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Thank You

dineshmehta@cept.ac.in
dineshmehta100@gmail.com

mailto:dineshmehta@cept.ac.in
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